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Property Manager’s Corner

The Budget & Finance Committee

By Cris Juarez
Façade Project: As many of you have noticed,
East Coast Building Services (ECBS) is now approaching the front entrance of the building. For
safety reasons, traffic will be redirected with barricades. Please pay close attention as you are
exiting or entering the building. If you’re getting
picked up or dropped off, you’ll need to designate another area to avoid impeding traffic flow;
remember, the front entrance area is a designated fire lane. Parking spaces will continue to be
closed-off, as necessary. We have added a couple of temporary handicap spaces for your use.
If ECBS is working on your tier or nearby, be
sure you keep your windows closed during working hours. The wind may cause construction debris to enter your unit. Also, if we have yet to remove your screens, please keep in mind that we
will need a clear access to your windows. Make
sure you remove all personal belongings from
windowsills, built-in desks, and any pots or
plants in front of the balcony windows. Any other
furniture should be moved out of the way prior to
our Staff’s arrival.

By Doug Carlson, Chair

Fire Alarm Speaker Installation: The project to
install additional alarm speakers in all the bedrooms has been postponed until the first week of
August. You will receive ample notice explaining
how the project will be organized and when you
can expect your unit to be completed. This will
be a big undertaking requiring your cooperation.
Reserve Study: The Board approved performing a new Reserve Study this year. A lot has
changed since the last one was done in 2018
and we will be using a different contractor to
obtain another perspective.

Continued on Page 2

The Committee is beginning the process of
gathering the information needed to develop the
VPE 2023 budget for consideration by the
Board and the Council of Unit Owners in the
Fall. Some changes from this year’s budget are
expected to be routine, although inflation is certain to have an impact. We are looking at three
items more closely as they could have an outsized influence on next year’s budget and
assessments. These are the Leisure World
Community fee, VPE property insurance, and
VPE Reserves. It will be awhile until we get
numbers on 2023 LW fees and insurance rates,
so the main focus of the Committee right now is
reviewing our reserves to be sure we keep up
with current estimated needs and inflation.
VPE has been careful over the years to set
aside various reserve funds. The Replacement
Reserve is the largest and supports essential
projects needed to maintain our building and
grounds in good order. We expect to spend
over a million dollars this year from the Replacement Reserve. Major activities funded include the work already done to complete paving
the parking lot and fix drainage issues, the ongoing work to clean and repair the façade and
the new project to install additional fire alarm
speakers to meet revised building code requirements.
The largest building maintenance project that
VPE has ever undertaken is now on the horizon: replacing our roof in a few years. A recent
engineering study, recommended by the Buildings & Grounds Committee and approved by
the Board, confirmed the roof is reaching the
end of its useful life.
Continued on Page 2

April Board Actions*

B&F Continued from Page 1

Submitted by Ann Ferren, Secretary
The VPE Board voted to approve:
·

an amendment to Item 4 of Policy Resolution #8 -Use of Electricity to Charge Electric/
Hybrid Vehicles by adding language to the
first sentence to read:

4- Residents who have a garage space
that does not have an electrical outlet may install a 120v outlet at their own expense provided the building’s existing electrical service has
the capacity to support the additional outlets.

A key focus of the Budget & Finance Committee in recent meetings has been to estimate the
Replacement Reserve funds needed to pay for
this project and model the impact on potential
assessment increases over several years.
funds needed to pay for this project and model
the impact on potential assessment increases
over several years. This work is a priority of
the Committee, and we will collaborate closely
with the Buildings & Grounds Committee and
the Board as we develop this information. We
also want to learn from the experience of VP
West as they have finished their façade project
and now are planning to replace their main
roof.

·

the proposal regarding installation of a 240v
outlet was tabled pending further study.

·

the Hawkins Invoice in the amount of
$1,636.62 for installation of four whips to
provide electricity for East Coast Building
Services for the façade project. Funds to
come from the Replacement Reserves Account.

The Building & Grounds Committee

·

the Dynalectric Invoice in the amount of
$2,124.00 to troubleshoot intermittent fire
alarm troubles. Funds to come from Fire
and Security Account.

1. A representative from ETC Consultants, Inc
was present to discuss the results of the recently completed roof evaluation.

·

Dynalectric Invoice in the amount of
$1,896.00 to troubleshoot the fire alarm located in the lower west lobby garage and
replace lower west lobby strobes to clear
problems in the system. Funds to come
from Fire and Security Account.

2. The Committee discussed consultant capabilities for conducting a Reserve Study.

·

·

2021 audit as presented and applying excess tax payments to the 2022 estimated
Federal and State taxes and request a refund of the remaining balance.
appointment of Stephen Raucher to the
Building and Grounds Committee for 2022.

*Board Meeting was held on Thursday, May 5th
The geese
and goslings
were
munching
on the grass
next to VPE.
Photo By
Fred
Shapiro
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By Bruce Hulman, Chair
The Building & Grounds Committee met on May
18, 2022.

3. The VPE Property Manager is tasked to obtain a proposal for conducting a building
HVAC engineering study.
Property Manager Continued from Page 1
This tool will be immensely helpful in planning
for future projects such as the roof replacement. If you’re interested in learning more
about the condition of the building and the planning process, feel free to attend the Building &
Grounds Committee Meeting.
Refuse Rooms: There have been a few reports of residents not disposing of trash properly. Please ensure you’re using the correct bins
and rinsing out food cans before recycling them
to keep the room tidy and odor free. Larger
items such as delivery boxes can be broken
down and disposed of in the loading dock. If
you have help, please share with them the importance of proper trash disposal.
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Getting to Know Our Neighborhood

June Book Club

By Debby Bond Whelan

Say it with Flowers

The home known as Fair Hill Farm was built by
Colonel Richard E. Brooke in approximately
1770. Known as the “fighting Quaker”, Colonel
Brooke was in disagreement with his Quaker
training and chose to fight in the American Revolutionary War. Because of this, he was not allowed to be buried in the Sandy Spring Friends
Quaker Cemetery with his family.

The Victorian language of flowers was used to
convey romantic expressions: honeysuckle for
devotion, asters for patience, and red roses for
love. But for Victoria Jones, it’s been more useful in communicating mistrust and solitude. After
a childhood spent in the foster-care system, she
is unable to get close to anybody, and her only
connection to the world is through flowers and
their meanings. Now eighteen and emancipated
from the system with nowhere to go, Victoria
realizes she has a gift for helping others through
the flowers she chooses for them. But an unexpected encounter with a mysterious stranger
has her questioning what’s been missing in her
life. And when she’s forced to confront a painful
secret from her past, she must decide whether
it’s worth risking everything for a second chance
at happiness.

The home had several owners over the years
and was a Quaker school for about 50 years in
the 1800’s. The home was eventually bought by
the Lamborne family in 1949, who extensively
remodeled the home for the family of 8. In
1977, Fair Hill burned to the ground from a reported case of arson. It wasn’t too long after the
fire when the first signs of a coming shopping
center appeared. Today the shopping center is
called the Olney Village Center and is home to
the Olney Giant, Home Goods, IHOP and many
more stores. Today, if you walked out of Home
Goods you would walk right into the side of the
house. The burial ground of Colonel Richard
Brooke is behind Harris Teeter which is located
next door in the Fair Hill Shopping Center.

The VPE Book Club will meet at 3 p.m. on
Tuesday, June 21, in the Community Room to
discuss Vanessa Diffenbaugh's debut novel,
The Language of Flowers, a New York Times
bestseller. The moderator will be Chere Katz.
–From the Publisher

Sonnet

Home of Colonel Richard Brooke - photo from
The Lamborne Collection 1936.

By Billy Collins

All we need is fourteen lines, well, thirteen now,
and after this one just a dozen
to launch a little ship on love's storm-tossed seas,
then only ten more left like rows of beans.
How easily it goes unless you get Elizabethan
and insist the iambic bongos must be played
and rhymes positioned at the ends of lines,
one for every station of the cross.
But hang on here while we make the turn
into the final six where all will be resolved,
where longing and heartache will find an end,
where Laura will tell Petrarch to put down his pen,
take off those crazy medieval tights,
blow out the lights, and come at last to bed.

More history of the area can be found on this
Facebook group “Olney MD Through The Ages”: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1438587973133836
The VIEW from VPE
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Meet Sandra and Marlene
By Kathi Carlson
One of my favorite things about living in Vantage Point East is that it is a village unto itself, a
neighborhood spread out over 10 floors with both indoor and outdoor common space. But it’s not just
the residents that make up our community, it’s Cris and India in the office and the people mostly
behind the scenes who keep everything working properly and looking neat and clean.
For this article I met with the two lovely and vivacious women who are responsible for the latter, who
rise early to make sure all the glass in the front lobby sparkles, who vacuum our hallways, empty out
the refuse rooms and keep all the common spaces spic and span. Cris took time from her busy
schedule to introduce me to Marlene Maradiaga and Sandra Rodriguez and serve as interpreter
since Spanish is a first language for both.

Marlene migrated to the US from Honduras in 2005 and almost immediately started working at VPE.
She came here as a single mother to find work to support her 5 children (1 of whom has passed
away) who remained in Honduras. Although her children are now grown, she says she misses them
very much. She lives with a brother and two nephews and has a partner. When she isn’t working,
she loves to take walks in the parks and enjoys movies. Please be sure to wish her a Happy 50th
birthday in June.
Circumstances compelled Sandra to migrate here from Columbia 3 years ago. She is married and
has two grown children ages 23 and 25. When in Columbia she worked as a nurse, a profession she
loved and misses very much. She told me that she understands how important communication is
and that not being fluent in English poses a barrier for her, so she is taking English as a 2nd
language courses in the evening. She is an avid reader and particularly enjoys romances.

Both Marlene and Sandra said that some residents speak Spanish and will chat with them, which
they enjoy. I told them I speak no Spanish but would love to at least say hello, so what should I say?
Just say, “Hola!” or “Buenos Dias” which is “hello” and “good day”, I was told. And so I shall and
hope you will too.

Sandra Rodriguez (left) and Marlene Maradiaga
Photo By Kathi Carlson
June 2022
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Activities Committee Events for June
2022

Keeping up with Events – Watch for flyers in
the elevators, on the tables on each floor and
under your doors for further details about events.
Note that masks are appreciated for all gatherings in the Community Room.

By Barbara Eisen
An Outdoor Party - DJ Amy Costanzo will
return on Sunday, June 5th from 2:00 p.m. to
4:00 p.m. It should be a lot of fun!!!

Collectibles Collections

Poetry Group - The Poetry Group meets on the
first Tuesday of the month at 1:00 p.m. in the
Community Room. If you are interested in
joining, call Ruth Gutstein (301-438-7492).
Brown Bag Lunch – On Wednesday, June 8th
at 11:30 a.m. bring your own lunch and
beverage to the Community Room and enjoy
socializing with VPE residents!
Estate Planning – Mark your calendars for
Tuesday, June 14th at 1:00 p.m. for an estate
planning presentation by Lawyer Gail Kahan.
The topics will include wills, trusts, and probate.
Book Club - The next Book Club meeting will
be on Tuesday, June 21st at 3:00 p.m. in the
Community Room. The book is “The Language
of Flowers.” The moderator will be Chere Katz.

Activities Committee Volunteers: Sabina Castro,
Gail Roe, Cynthia Halper and Ann Ferren

Movie –Both Afternoon Movie series and the
Sunday Night Movie series will taking be a break
during the summer months. They will start up
again in September.
Bingo – A game is scheduled on Monday,
June 27th at 7:30 p.m. in the Community Room.
Cards are available for $1 each. Be sure to
bring a supply of pennies or buttons to serve as
markers on the cards.
Manna – Our annual food drive for Manna will
be from June 10th to June 24th. We will be
collecting only checks. More information will be
given on flyers.
Yoga Yes! – Free Senior Yoga classes are
being held on Monday, Wednesday & Friday
from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. in the Community
Room. Group size is limited. If you want to join,
call Lyn Tanenholtz (301-288-7770) or Suzie
Offit (301-598-1966) to see if there is any room
available.

June 2022

Bring your own Dinner– Sponsored by the
Activities Committee
Photos by Suzie Offit
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Irene Silver
It was Tuesday-so it must be Denmark-the
day my husband and I would interrupt our Scandinavian Tour in Copenhagen and fly to Warsaw, Poland, to see "Elzbieta" (translation: Elizabeth). She is 96 years old now, and in somewhat frail physical and mental health. I first met
Elizabeth in January 1943 in Warsaw, Poland. I
was smuggled over the ghetto wall in the middle of the night, and she was waiting for me on
the other side. Although my father knew Elizabeth before the war (they were both Jewish physicians at the same hospital), I had never met
her before that night.
I lived with Elizabeth as a "hidden child" until the
end of the war in 1945. During that time, my
parents perished when the Warsaw ghetto was
completely destroyed and almost everyone was
killed by the Nazis. Elizabeth took care of me for
over two years, hiding me and risking her own
life in the process. Elizabeth had never admitted
to being Jewish and was herself living under an
assumed name and using false identity papers.
This, of course, put her in double jeopardy when
she agreed to hide me as well.

However, as I entered her room, her recognition
was immediate and after many warm hugs and
kisses, we had tea and cookies and talked and
hugged for hours. Elizabeth is recuperating from
hip surgery and rather frail, but completely lucid.
We reminisced about our time together during the
war, the dangers and the fear, and I once again
asked her why she took on the perilous task of hiding me at the risk of her own life. She dismissed
the question with, "When someone asks you to
save his child, how can you say no?" That sums up
her amazing philosophy. It is evident to me that my
father recognized her wonderful character and thus
trusted her to take care of his child.

When we left, after many tearful goodbyes, Peter
said he had not seen his mother in such a joyous,
lucid and animated state for some time.
With a sad, but full heart, we returned to Denmark
to continue our trip the next day. I reflected on how
grateful I am to have known this amazing woman
who risked her life for me, and who gave me a
chance to live, to grow and now to have a loving
and wonderful family around me.

After the war, I left Poland and traveled through
England and Canada. I finally arrived in the
United States in 1950 to live with my uncle and
aunt in New York City. Elizabeth remained in
Poland, married after the war and had a son,
Peter, who is now a professor at Auburn University in Alabama.
We stayed in contact through the years. When
she was still able, Elizabeth visited me in New
York and met my husband and three children. I
also traveled to Warsaw a few times. Elizabeth
grew older and her husband passed away. Although we kept in touch by phone and mail, I
had not seen her in many years.
So it was with great anticipation that my husband and I traveled from Copenhagen to Warsaw that Tuesday morning last May.

Elizabeth (Left) and Irene at their reunion (2006)

Upon arriving in Warsaw, we taxied to the "Adult
Care" home where Elizabeth now lives. There
we met her son, Peter, and his wife, who just
happened to be visiting from the United States!
We all went upstairs to Elizabeth's room. I

June 2022

Editor's note: Elizabeth passed away one year
after this reunion.
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Capitol Freedom
Reprinted July 2012

Zena Stoller

By Bernard Patlen
With the perpetual news items about January 6,
2021 pounding our senses, I dredged this out of
my ancient memories. Let’s go back to 1935!

One day I thought I really lost my glasses for good.
I searched everywhere for them.
I had sat down to read the newspaper and you
guessed it, no glasses. I searched discreetly trying
to avoid the inevitable jokes from "my beloved."
Well, he finally said....

When I was ten years old, I visited my cousin in
Northeast D.C. He and I walked 12 blocks to
the Capitol Building. We crossed the East Plaza, where parking was permitted, and trudged
up the steps, past the bronze doors, into the
Rotunda. At left, near the entry to Statuary Hall
is a wooden door. We opened it to find a spiral,
stone stair leading upward. Taking care to pull
the door closed, our climb began - round and
round. At the top, we found we were at the bottom of iron stairs. What else to do but continue
our upward trek. On our left were tall, narrow
windows. On our right was painted iron framework and painted wall which closed in above
us. On we went. Yes. we were puffing. The
stairs ended on a landing.

"Lose your glasses again?"
"No, I just misplaced them again." "When was the
last time you saw them?"

"I had them while I was watching the news on television. Why, do YOU know where they are?" (I
was really getting mad now.)
"Maybe, why don't you look in the mirror?"
I finally looked in the mirror and there they were,
perched on my head, my glasses.
I was so embarrassed and looked so weird, running around searching for something that was sitting on top of my head. But one thing that's worse
is when you can't find your glasses and you actually start to look for them and realize they've been on
your face all along.

On the right is an opening leading to the oculus
balcony around the inner top of the Rotunda.
Clutching the railing, we shakily looked 180 feet
below our toes, to the marble Rotunda floor,
where presidents lie in state.

Now what I really want to know is why we don't
lose other things on top of our head. Did you ever
see someone walking around with a curling iron or
a hairbrush on top of their head? Why is it so
easy to lose our glasses up there? Please call me
if you come up with an answer. I do believe they
should start equipping eyeglasses with tracking
devices. Then as soon as we realize our glasses
are missing, we could call a central number, report
the missing glasses, and within seconds our glasses would start beeping.
Of course, if they are on top of your head, all the
beeping could really give you a headache, or if you
misplaced your hearing aids, you might not even
hear it!

Back on the landing, yet another iron stair leads
to a door for the balcony at the base of the
Capitol Dome lantern. We walked around the
small balcony. Up there we could nearly see
the edge of the world. We stood below the statue of “Freedom”, in her heavily draped glory,
gazing out over our land-of- the- free. We didn’t
know it was impolite to look up a lady’s skirt.

Today a costly Visitors Center sits beneath the
East Plaza. Parking is no longer allowed there.
The Center won’t have the magic of discovery
we got by freely roaming the Capitol’s many
hallways and staircases. Makes one feel sad.

We remember and honor the soldiers
for June 6, 1944:
The World War II D-Day invasion
of Normandy, France.

The VIEW from VPE
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Mark These Dates

New Address!

COMMITTEE/BOARD MEETINGS

All electronic submissions for The
View should be sent to:

EVENT

vpe-the-view@googlegroups.com

Residents’ Column

DATE

TIME

Activities

June 1st

10:30 am

Communications

June 8th

1:30 p.m.

Building & Grounds

June 15th

1:30 pm Z

Budget & Finance

June 21st

1:30 pm Z

Board of Directors

June 30th

1:30 pm Z

Queries, Comments Invited
We are reminding you that the opportunity exists to ask a question or make a comment that
you think would be of interest to your VPE
neighbors. Submissions should be brief (100250 words) and signed, and topics do not necessarily have to relate to VPE. The writer may
remain anonymous in The View, but must be
known to the editor. (Queries about VPE will be
given to the appropriate committee or Board
member for a reply, which will be printed in the
Residents’ Column in a future issue.) Please
deliver all submissions to address:
vpe-the-view@googlegroups.com

Z indicates meeting is via Zoom.

Please let the VPE Sunshine Committee
know of any ill, bereaved or new residents
who should be acknowledged. Call Marylin
Jordan (301) 598-0174 or Barbara Halperin
(240) 242-3451.

The View Crew
Communications Committee
Suzanne Offit, Chair
Ruth Gutstein, Vice-Chair
Len Silver, Editor
Donna Copeland, Layout Editor
Tom McGrath, Consultant
India Cox, Webmaster
Copy Editors/Writers
Kathi Carlson
Sally Dunford
Barbara Eisen
Cheryl Fleming
Bernard Patlen
Phyllis Pratt
Debby Whelan
India Cox, Production Manager
Contact the Vantage Point East Office
Cris Juarez, Property Manager
cjuarez@lwmc.com
India Cox, Administrative Assistant
icox@lwmc.com
(301) 598-1075
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